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better, than vote on the right side. Those that had ren-
dered themselves justly obnoxious by deserting his Grace's
friends and interest In notorious instances, think they have
salved all by this early application, and perhaps it may
prove so.1

But If the matter be done, assure yourself It will be known
by whom, and what means it was effected. In the mean-
time, God forbid you should think of slacking your endea-
vours to bring it to perfection. I am yet under an obliga-
tion not to> say .anything of the matter frbin your letter; and
whilst so, it would be hard for me to refuse to sign such a
letter as that you mention, or find a pretence for so doing;
but when the business Is done, the means and methods
will likewise be known, and everybody have their due that
contributed to it,

I shall reckon nothing done till the Queen's letter come
here. You may remember how we were borne in hand in
my Lord Pembroke's time, that the Queen had passed .the
grant; which, after a whole year's expectation and solicita-
tion, proved only a mouthful of moonshine.2 But, if it
succeeds better now, we must owe it, next to the Queen's
goodness and bounty, to the great care of the great man to
whom you have applied, and to your management. It Is
seven or eight years since we first attempted this affair,3 and
It passed through several hands; yet no progress was made
In it, which was certainly due to the 111 methods taken to
put it forward; which, In truth, instead of promoting,
obstructed it. At the very first motion, it was promised,
and in a fair way; but the Bishops here, out of their abundant
deference to the Government, made the same wrong step
they would have done now; and we could never make the
least progress since, till now, and I pray God we have not
put it back again.

You must not imagine, that it Is out of any disaffection
to you, or any distrust of your ability or diligence, that the
Bishops here were so cold in their employing you; but they
reckon on party; and though several knew what you were,
yet they imagined, and some vouched, that you were looked
on at Court as engaged on the other side; and you cannot

1  The desire on the part of certain Bishops to propitiate the Duke
of Ormond arose no doubt from votes given by them in the House of
Lords during the two previous viceroyalties.

2  Supra^ p. 147.                                       3 Sujpra, p. 50. n. 2).tela, wiiea writing' to her the day
